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Koharu: Hi, Ms. Green. Look at this graph. During the summer holidays we asked
foreign *visitors, “What is Japan’s main *attraction for you?”

Ms. Green: That’s interesting. More than 20% of them chose Japanese food. 1 love
Japanese food, too.

5 | Koharu: I see. What else do you like about Japan, Ms. Green?

Ms. Green: 1 like *hot springs very much. How about hot springs in the graph?

Koharu: Some foreign visitors love them. But manga is more popular than hot springs.

Ms. Green: Really? Certainly, manga is famous around the world. There is a manga
museum in this city, right?

10 | Koharu: Yes, there is. Are you interested in visiting temples?

Ms. Green: Of course.

Koharu: 12% of people chose visiting temples as Japan’s main attraction.

Ms. Green: 1 go to a temple every New Year’s Day. 1 really love traditional Japanese
culture. I *wore kimono and then visited a temple this New Year’s Day. I

15 played the taiko drums last month.

Koharu: You've tried many things in Japan! Experiencing Japanese culture like *tea
ceremony and wearing kimono was the most popular among foreign visitors.
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I'm interested in a *science fiction movie which started last week. I hear that, in
the movie, there are amazing machines, like flying cars.
Sounds interesting. I hear some people are trying to make flying cars.
Is it possible to make them in the future?
I'm sure it is.
Why do you think so?
Think about *smartphones. When our parents were children, they didn’t think
people would be able to make such things in the near future. But people use them
in their daily lives now.
I agree, Akira. There are many new things now. Some people are making new
robots. On TV, I saw a robot that played shogi. It played shogi very well. The
robot has Al in it.
AI? I have heard of that before, but I don’t know much about it.
It means *artificial intelligence. Al is good at finding something in a very large
*amount of information. AI has great *potential.
A “*self-driving car is an example. If people use them, they won’t have to drive
themselves at all to get to some places.
Will AT make our lives better?
I think so. We will use Al in many things. It’s getting better and better.
Wait. I heard that AI machines would *take the place of people in some jobs in
the future. I am worried AI will change our lives *dramatically.
I understand your feelings. We don’t know how Al will change our lives. No one
knows what the future will be like.
There are things AI can do and things AI can’t do. It is necessary for us to
understand that.
That’s right. We should use AI in the right way to make our lives more
*convenient. I want to study AI, and I want to be an engineer who will be able to
help people in the future.
That’s a good idea, Mike. Now I am interested in Al. I want to know more about it.
I'm glad to hear that. We will make our own futures, not Al
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Akira thinks people will be able to make amazing machines in the future.
Akira’s parents used smartphones when they were children.

Al has great potential, but people will make their own futures, not Al.
Mike says that he played shogi with a robot.

Chika is interested in Al and wants to be an engineer in the future. [ J(
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It is important for us to Al in the right way to make our lives
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My name is Keiko. I love music and cannot be happy without music. When I was five
years old, my father bought me a piano. Then I started playing it.

When I was six, I started to take piano lessons from Ms. Mori. She was an old woman
who lived near my house. She was interested in many things and enjoyed her life very
5 much. She was always smiling. She was loved by people around her because her stories
were very interesting. She was a very good teacher and taught me how to play the piano
better. Also, she taught me great music. I talked about music with her after listening to
many kinds of music. That was my favorite thing to do after my piano lessons.

One day when I visited her, she was singing a song. It was an English song and I
10 | couldn’t understand the words, but I thought it was a very beautiful song. She said, “The
name of the song is ‘My Friend.” I wrote this song for my very important friend who died
ten years ago. She was very nice and always helped me when I *had a hard time.”

Then I learned the song from her. I was not good at speaking English, but I tried hard
because I really wanted to sing that beautiful song together with her.

15 Two years ago, Ms. Mori went to *Austria to study music. She is 70 years old now and
still *active. I remember everything she did for me. I thank her very much now because
music makes my life wonderful. I want to be a nice woman like her someday.
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Keiko has played the piano since her father bought a piano ( @O ) her. When she was
six, she started to take piano lessons from Ms. Mori. She was loved by people around her
because they were very ( (2 ) in her stories. Keiko enjoyed talking about music with Ms.
Mori. One day Keiko heard a beautiful English song. Ms. Mori sang it. The song was for
5 her good friend who was dead then. Keiko sang the song together with Ms. Mori. Now Ms.
Mori is 70 years old and still active. She has lived in Austria for ( ® ) years. Keiko
thanks Ms. Mori so much because Ms. Mori taught her many things about music. Keiko

loves music and wants to be a great woman ( @ ) Ms. Mori.
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My grandmother lived in an old house a few years ago. It was in the *countryside of
Wakayama. She got very old and needed some help, so she came to our city and started
living with my family. After that, no one lived in her old house. Then, her town in the
countryside started a *project to *renew old houses like my grandmother’s. In the project a
5 | lot of volunteers help to clean old houses. And the houses are *rented to someone. When
my grandmother heard about the project, she decided to rent her house to someone.

My family went to my grandmother’s house and cleaned it. Some volunteers also helped us.
Among them there was a man from Australia. His name was Tom. He saw the website of
the town and came to the town. He was staying there with a *farming family.

10 Tom said, “Old houses in this town are wonderful. They are not very hot in summer, so
we don’t have to use *air conditioners. My favorite place is *irori. You can use it for
cooking. It also makes the room warm in winter. It’s great! Now many people live in
*modern houses, but I think it is very nice to live in an old Japanese house. I like living
and farming in this town.” I was happy to hear that.

15 Cleaning the old house was not easy. But my family and the volunteers worked hard
together. The house became very beautiful. I thought my grandmother’s house was just an
old one at first. When I cleaned my grandmother’s house, I learned many good things
about old Japanese houses. I want to live in an old Japanese house someday.
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(1) Masaki’s grandmother lives with Masaki’s family because ( ).
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7 she decided to clean her house 1 the town started a project to clean old houses
7 she needs the help of Masaki’s family I the town decided to rent her house
( J
(2) Tom decided to ().
7 rent his house in Australia 1 come to the town after seeing the website
7 teach English to old people in the town I live in Masaki’s grandmother’s house

( J
(3) Masaki found good things about old Japanese houses when ( ).
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he started his life in the countryside of Wakayama

he lived in his grandmother’s house with his family

4
7 he came to the city to live with his grandmother

I he cleaned his grandmother’s house with some volunteers ( )
b
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