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Tiger, the Big Cat?

“Ready for the New Year?” asks Mom.

“Yesss! It is the Year of the Big Cat!” answers Tamako.
“No, it’s the Year of the Tiger. Tigers have sharp teeth and they growl.
Grrrrrrr...”

“Eek! Sounds scary!” Tamako cries out.

“Come here. Time for the countdown! Three, two, one...”
Bang! Zip! Zing! Boom!

“Did you make a wish?” Mom asks.

“I wished for a pet tiger!”

An orange cat with stripes jumps on Tamako’s lap.
“Meooow! Fireworks are scary!”
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Tamako is delighted. “Whoa! Here she is! Happy New Year!”
(88 words)
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Big Shakes

The walls rattle and the windows shake in a classroom.

Rrrumble, ratatatat...

“Waah! Earthquake!” cried a boy.

“Grab your helmets! Duck under the desk!” the teacher instructed.
The shaking stopped after a few minutes. The students returned to
their seats.

“Phew, that was scary. Good thing it wasn’t big,” Yuri said.

One girl raised her hand. “What causes earthquakes?”

“The earth’s surface is divided into sections called plates. Earthquakes
occur when they slip.”

“What’s the magnitude?” asked another girl.
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“It shows the power of an earthquake,” the teacher explained.
Then all students learned what to do to stay safe.
“Be prepared, not scared,” the teacher said.
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Faraway Argentina

(D “Hola!” A teenage girl stopped to talk to Mana and her parents.

(2) They were visiting Buenos Aires in Argentina.

3 “Hello! We’re from Japan,” said Mana.

4 “Oh, Japén... Welcome to the country of tango and soccer! My name is Evita.”

(5) Mana’s mother was excited. “Named after the First Lady? I loved that
musical.”

© “Don’t cry for me Argentina...” She sang and recalled the old days.

(7 Mana’s father is a soccer fan. “How about the superstar, Diego Maradona?”

“He was loved like a god!” Evita smiled.

© “You must see a game at La Bombonera Stadium.”

Evita then showed them one of the widest avenues in the world.

@) “Look, we're on July 9 Avenue.”

1@ “Oh, my gosh!” They just gazed and gasped.

@3 Later, they enjoyed asado, an Argentinian barbecue!
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