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Little Spiky Friend

(D A cat sees something in the garden. She runs outside.
(2) “Meow, what’s this?” She stops at a ball with many spikes.
3 “Leave me alone, please ...,” says a quivering voice.
(@) “Where’s your face?” Sniff, sniff. The cat nudges the ball.
) “Ouch! Yeow! What are you? A mini-monster?”
(6) “I'm a hedgehog. Don’t touch .... See my spines? They’re sharp.”
(@ “No kidding. Meeow!” The cat licks her paw.
“Can I live here?” asks the hedgehog.
© “Sure, just don’t poke me. Feel at home!”
The hedgehog shows his face and smiles. “Hehe .... Thanks!”
(88 words)
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Children Helping Children

(D Some school children were talking in their classroom about Christmas.

2 “You know,” Yuko began, “I heard about a nice program ....

@ ... You can send gifts and cards to children in need.”

4) “Really?” said Mio with interest. “How?”

(5 Snap! Kenji snapped his fingers. “Great idea!”

(6) “Many children lost their homes. Floods, wildfires, earthquakes ...,” he
explained.

(@ “Also ...,” continued Yuko. “... war has hurt many kids. Sighhh ....”

Mio said, “So, we can send them a new toy or something?”

© “Yeah,” Kenji's voice brightened. “WE can! Let’'s get our whole school
involved!”

“Great!” shouted Mio. “Let’s get started. Then ZOOM! The gifts will
arrive by Christmas!”

(100 words)
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English? Deutsch?

(D During the summer holidays, Mari traveled to Europe.

(2) Back at school, she ran into Max, a student from Berlin.

3 “Hey, Mari! Did you enjoy your trip to Deutschland? 1 mean, Germany,”
he asked.

(4) “It was fantastic! I visited Berlin, Hamburg, and Cologne.”

(5 “O00000, that famous Dome in Koln? It’s always crowded with tourists!”
nodded Max.

(6 “I also visited the Beethoven House in Bonn.”

(@ “Beethoven is a world-famous composer!” added Mari.

“Duh duh duh duuuh!” Max sang the powerful notes of the 5th
Symphony.

@ Then he said, “Japanese people use many German words: Arbeit,
Allergie, Energie ....”

“Oh, they’re German words?! Well, now we must learn the English
pronunciation: allergy, energy ....”

@D “Haha, no worries! They are very similar. Maybe you’ll learn both
languages!” smiled Max.

(123 words)

Arbeit ...
Allergie ...
Energie ...
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