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The Puppy and the Duckling

(D It is time for the last egg to hatch.

(2 Crunch! A tiny, fluffy head appears and
blinks in the sun.

3 The last duckling is here, but where is
Mommy Duck?

(4) Mommy Duck is busy with the others.

(B “Woof!” The farm’s puppy comes to see

the new baby.

6 “Are you my Mommy?” squeaks the new
duckling.

(@ “Woof!” The puppy barks again and licks the duckling’s soft and fluffy
head.

“Mommy!” The new duckling squeaks happily.

© This duckling’s Mommy has four legs and a long fluffy tail, but the last

duckling follows her everywhere.
(92 words)
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Kenny, the Koala

(D Sam was wondering what to buy Sophie,
his friend, for her birthday.

(2) He asked her sister Rachel for help.

3 “Well, she loves koalas,” suggested Rachel.

@) Giving Sophie a real koala was impossible,
but Sam had an idea.

(5) He started searching online.

(6) Finally, he found what he was looking for.

(@ It was the morning of Sophie’s birthday.

“Happy birthday!” grinned Sam. “Here’s your present.”

(9 Sam handed Sophie an envelope.

She opened it and saw a picture of a koala.

@) The message said, “Thank you for sponsoring me. Love, Kenny.”

1 Sophie was puzzled. “What’s this?” she asked.

@ “I sponsored Kenny for you. You'll receive updates from his zoo in
Australia,” explained Sam.

“The money I spent will help Kenny.”

15 “What a great idea! Thank you!” Sophie beamed.

(125 words)
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Learning History from Trees
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(D Did you know that trees can tell us about _//Q\\_
the past?

(2 Trees can live for hundreds or thousands
of years, and they keep a record of the
past in their trunks.

@ Looking at a tree stump, you can see
large numbers of rings. l

@ The greater the number of rings, the
older the tree.

(® You can count the dark rings to learn the age of the tree.

(6) Wide, light-colored rings represent spring and summer growth, while
thin, darker-colored rings grew in the fall and winter.

(@ In warm, wet years, the rings are wide, but in colder years, the rings are
thin.

Scientists can use this information to understand climate and weather in
the past.

(9 They can do this with fossilized trees, too.

These fossils can tell us about the climate millions of years ago, and
help us understand climate change today.

@D Trees are important to us in many ways, so let’s take care of them for
future generations.
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